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SUBJECT: MOZAMBIQUE RAILROAD AND PORT BOTTLENECKS: US CHROME 
SUPPLY PROBLEMS 

REE: STATE 28607 

ENG. NUNO VALENTE, MOZAMBIQUE PORTS AND RAILWAYS ADMINIS- 
TRATION (CFM) DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF LOURENCO MARQUES MINERAL 
ORE WHARF, GAVE US FOLLOWING ACCOUNT REGARDING CHROME SUPPLY 
PROBLEM: 

1. THERE ARE CURRENTLY 15 SHIPS WAITING IN HARBOR TO LOAD 
90,000 TONS OF CHROME. AVERAGE WAITING PERIOD IS OVER 30 DAYS. 

2. AS FAR AS LOURENCO MARQUES IS CONCERNED, CFM HAS SOLVED 
PERSONNEL PROBLEMS AND THERE ARE NOW NO BOTTLENECKS, EITHER 
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SHIPMENTS OF CHROME. THERE IS NO CHROME WAITING TO BE LOADED 
IN LOURENCO MARQUES. WHATEVER BOTTLENECKS EXIST ARE IN SOUTH 
AERICA. 

3. VALENTE MET WITH SOUTH AERICAN RAILROAD (SAR) OEEICIALS, 
INCLUDING LOUBSER, ON FEBRUARY 10. HE TOLD THEM CFM PREPARED 
TO HANDLE CERTAIN QUOTA OF CHROME PER DAY (VALENTE WOULD NOT 
DIVULGE QUOTA BUT SAID IT WAS SUFFICIENT TO CLEAR UP BACKLOGS). 
HE SUGGESTED SAR SEND CARS WITH SPECIFIC QUANTITIES AND TYPES 
OF CHROME FOR VESSELS BY PRIORITY BE DATE OF THEIR ARRIVAL 

IN PORT. SAR OFFICIALS TOLD HIM THEY WOULD DISCUSS PROBLEM 
AGAIN WITH SOUTH AFRICAN EXPORTERS BUT WERE NON-COMMITTAL. 

4. COMMENT: ASSUMING VALENTE'S INFORMATION IS CORRECT, IT 
APPEARS THAT IN SHORT-RUN CHROME SUPPLY SITUATION CAN ONLY 
BE IMPROVED IF SAR GRANTS HIGHER PRIORITY TO CHROME SHIPMENTS 
TO LOURENCO MARQUES. 

WALKER 
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